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LADY RAMS MAKE IT FIVE STRRIGHT T0 STA

by Jeff Olsen

How sweet it is!

The Roseau Rams girls basketball team
won the Section 8AA team championship
on Friday night, defeating Crookston, 73-
58.

Coach Kelsey Didrikson was delighted
after her girls swept the playoffs, defeat-
ing Bagley (93-20), Barnesville (77-57),
Breckenridge (83-71), and Crookston (73-
58).

With just two early season losses to
Grand Forks Red River and Alexandria, it's
been a memorable season for the 28-2
Lady Rams.

Mention her players, and she provides
a thumbnail scouting report.

What's different about this team?

"You know like they say, ‘They're all dif-
ferent.' This year wasthe most gratifying
because we graduated six seniors last
year, and so we really had to rebuild and
get the next group of girls ready and
plugged in," she said.

"It's fun to see the hard work pay off,
and it was probably the toughest grind
because you have to work hard every day
in order to be ready."

They're ready!

Meet the Players

For Coach Didrikson and her assistants,
Isaac Erickson and Katie Laugen, it's all
about team effort.

Take Shavonda Bender, a ninth grader.
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Next, Julia Braaten, a sophomore, was
a member of the 2017 state championship
team.

"She's experienced, knows what's going
on, and is skilled at making things hap-
Pen."

Emma Waling is one of the two seniors
on the team.

"She was a gym rat, especially growing
up. She shoots the ball really well and
plays really good defense. Emma's our de-
fensive leader."

Of course, there are the Borowicz sis-
ters, senior Kacie and sophomore Katie -
the scoring magicians.

Asked if the sisters get along, Kelsey
Didrikson laughed.

"It depends on the day. It'll even vary
minute to minute in practice. They make
each other better."

Everyone contributes in a successful
program.

"Faith Berger and Masynn Janicke don't
see much playing time, but they practice
hard so we are prepared," said Coach D.

"The whole bench knows their job is to
make us better in practice and be pre-
pared for the games."

Five straight to state hasn't lost its ap-
peal.

"It never gets old going to state." said
Didrikson. "It's awesome that the com-
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Coach lke has a motto that he preaches
often to the Lady Rams: "One possession,
one half, one game!"
It worked to perfection.
It's another state tournament appear-
ance for these talented Lady Rams.
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I'm super excited to go back down
to the Cities and play in the tour-

ney. It is a once-in-a-lifetime op-

portunity. I'm SUPER pumped!
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